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Hurricane Katrina Relief Effort for MTs
***For Immediate Release*** 
For more information contact:
Amanda Voogt
AAMT Relief Coordinator

amanda@aamt.org
September 2, 2005 – Modesto, CA. The devastation of Hurricane Katrina has left many without homes and with questionable futures in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.  This tragedy has touched the hearts of our nation as well as the professionals of our industry, many of whom are looking for ways to contribute to those in need.  AAMT has received an outpouring of concern for MTs impacted by these events, and with the help of concerned MTs both within and outside of AAMT, the association is mobilizing to provide relief.

We have currently identified 5 major areas on which to concentrate our efforts: (1) monetary contributions, (2) computers, MT equipment, and reference books, (2) job placement, (3) transcription service coverage and (4) housing.

It is our goal to approach this effort in a focused and organized manner. To that end, we have assigned Team Captains to each of the critical areas above.  These volunteers will be coordinating both the receipt and distribution of donations and services in these five areas.

1.
For those wishing to make monetary contributions, the MTRelief Fund will be coordinated through the hurricane relief fund already established by the Online Chapter of AAMT.  Funds collected will be disbursed equally to AAMT local chapter representatives in the hardest hit areas of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.  Delegates in these states will be able to more clearly identify and assess individual needs for MTs and their families.  Funds will be collected electronically through PayPal (www.paypal.com) and donations through PayPal would need to be sent to info@aamtonline.org with the words “MTRelief Fund” clearly indicated with the transfer of those funds.  For those wishing to send contributions by check, you should email the Online Chapter of AAMT at finance@aamtonline.org for details on how and where to send your donations.

2.
For those wishing to donate computers, MT equipment, references and other MT work-related items, please be advised that we will be coordinating the collection of those items through AAMT local chapters.  These donated items will then be sent to delegates in the hurricane states for identification of area MTs in need and for distribution of those items.  AAMT state delegates will be coordinating this effort with local chapter leadership, who will be contacting chapter members and other MTs in local areas to seek donations. Please do not contact or send items to the AAMT corporate office in Modesto.  Contact your nearest local chapter, even if you are not an AAMT member and wish to donate, to arrange for pick up or drop off of your donated items.  Find the nearest AAMT local chapter here: http://www.aamt.org/scriptcontent/new_chapters.cfm?section=governance
3.
It is anticipated that many MTs who operate as local employees or independent contractors will likely find themselves displaced from their jobs and looking for new employment.  Once those individuals are identified through the state delegate operations as indicated above, AAMT will work with MTIA and HealtheCareers to provide a list of these MTs to AAMT and MTIA corporate members to assist those MTs with finding new employment.

4.
An interim need for medical transcription overflow services may be identified in these affected areas, and AAMT will be creating a list MTs who would be willing to meet that need, either voluntarily or through short-term contract, to provide to facilities and services that may request help.  If you are an MT with the time, resources and a desire to be available for provision of services in these area, please indicate your willingness by sending an email with your contact information to Amanda Voogle, AAMT relief coordinator, at amanda@aamt.org.

5.
Jacque Taylor, FAAMT, will be helping to match MTs in need of temporary housing and at-home workspace with the many MTs who have offered their homes for this purpose. If you are willing to open your home to an MT or MT family, please email Jacque at jacquetaylor@aamtonline.org.

It is important to stress that this relief effort is for all MTs, not just AAMT members, who have been impacted by this tragedy. We are grateful for the swift response that we have received from non-AAMT members in the online community who are willing to assist in the coordination of these efforts.  A special forum at the AAMT website has been established (http://www.aamt.org/forum) for disseminating this information, coordinating these efforts, and identifying MTs in need. 

Again, we are asking for your assistance in making sure this effort is organized and effective.  Please follow the instructions outlined above for getting involved in whatever way you feel compelled to contribute.  

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of these MTs and their families.  AAMT thanks you for your willingness to assist and contribute.

The American Association for Medical Transcription (AAMT) has been the professional organization representing medical transcriptionists since 1978.  AAMT sets standards of practice and education for medical transcriptionists, administers a certification program, has established a code of ethics, and advocates on behalf of the profession.  There are over 135 component associations of AAMT, each of which holds regular educational meetings and symposia.  For more information, visit www.aamt.org. 

The American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) is the premier association of HIM professionals.  AHIMA’s 50,000 members are dedicated to the effective management of personal health information needed to deliver quality healthcare to the public.  Founded in 1928 to improve the quality of medical records, AHIMA is committed to advancing the HIM profession in an increasingly electronic and global environment through leadership in advocacy, education, certification, and lifelong learning.  For information about the Association, go to www.ahima.org.-#-
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