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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION

Press Release

For Immediate Release:
AAMT Rallies Around Hurricane-Impacted MTs and Addresses the Future of Healthcare Documentation

September 15, 2005, MODESTO, CA – Organizing relief efforts for MTs impacted by Hurricane Katrina and strengthening alliances with other organizations to address these needs and the future of the industry were the primary focus of AAMT’s 27th Annual Convention and Expo held last week in Honolulu, Hawaii. The association solicited volunteers to coordinate the MT Hurricane Relief effort, generated support and commitment from its vendor participants, and raised over $2400 in funds through a silent auction of donated artwork by keynote speaker, Ben Glenn. Despite the idyllic surroundings of this year’s meeting, the attendees were focused on meeting the needs of fellow MTs during this tragedy and addressing the future of healthcare documentation.

“Hawaii was beautiful and the people gracious and welcoming,” said AAMT Executive Director Peter Preziosi, PhD, CAE, “but all of our participants, attendees and alliance partners were focused on honoring the victims of this tragedy and reaching out to those who will need our support during this time.” 

Coming together in a unified way to address relief efforts also served to strengthen the mutual commitment of AAMT, the Medical Transcription Industry Alliance (MTIA), and the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) in identifying the emerging issues and initiatives related to the future of the industry and the evolution of the electronic record.  To that end, AAMT explored the importance of alliances, particular a technology vendor alliance, in evolving the MT profession in the EHR future and developed a PR tool for making that happen.  One of the critical needs for that evolution continues to be promoting mandatory credentialing as a standard-setting initiative in the industry, and at this meeting, AAMT developed a strategy for identifying key states through which to advance this initiative.

“Coordinating a mandatory credentialing initiative at the state level will be critical in seeing this goal advanced nationwide,” Preziosi asserts, “and we will rely very heavily on the efforts of our members and alliance partners at each state level to get and keep that ball rolling.”

Other noteworthy outcomes from this year’s meeting include AAMT announcing its new Vendor Affiliate Program (and its newest vendor affiliate, Executive Communication Systems) and the AAMT House of Delegates taking the historical step of empowering student members by approving a resolution that would give students the opportunity to vote and hold office at the local level. 

The American Association for Medical Transcription (AAMT) has been the professional organization representing medical transcriptionists since 1978. AAMT sets standards of practice and education for medical transcriptionists, administers a certification program, has established a code of ethics, and advocates on behalf of the profession. There are over 135 component associations of AAMT, each of which holds regular educational meetings and symposia. For more information, visit www.aamt.org.
