AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION CALLS FOR FULL DISCLOSURE OF TRANSCRIPTION REIMBURSEMENT AND PRESSES FOR OBJECTIVE QUALITY ASSURANCE STANDARDS IN THE MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION INDUSTRY
August 5, 2004, MODESTO, CA – In light of the recent events in the medical transcription industry, the American Association for Medical Transcription (AAMT), has undertaken an educational program urging transcription services to fully disclose to all parties their billing methods and principles as well as the location(s) where protected health information (PHI) is being accessed for transcription. AAMT has further urged services and healthcare institutions to adopt objective quality assurance standards to ensure accurate healthcare documentation and patient safety.  The need for skilled medical transcriptionists to interpret the spoken word and translate that information into a comprehensive record that accurately communicates medical information has increased sharply in recent years, due in large part to the growing volume of patient information, increased regulation and litigation, and the drive toward an electronic health record. 

To these ends, AAMT strongly encourages the industry to turn its eye toward the critical issues facing the profession in our changing marketplace.   The association has long abandoned the slippery slope of restrictive and potentially punitive compensation definitions.  AAMT chooses to focus instead on the emerging reality of an electronic health record and the mandatory credentialing of skilled transcription professionals, both of which will make current compensation measures and debates irrelevant.

Industry leaders and professionals will convene at the organization’s 26th Annual Convention and Exhibition at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia from August 26 – 28, 2004 to discuss transcription practices, methods for protecting and securing the confidentiality of medical records, and establishing benchmarks for ensuring quality and accuracy of medical information.

The American Association for Medical Transcription (AAMT) has been the professional organization representing medical transcriptionists since 1978. AAMT sets standards of practice and education for medical transcriptionists, administers a certification program, has established a code of ethics, and advocates on behalf of the profession. There are over 135 component associations of AAMT, each of which holds regular educational meetings and symposia. For more information, visit www.aamt.org.
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