
 

  

 

 

 

THE DOGWOOD DISPATCH 

 July - September 2007 

 

Hello! As you can see below, I have added a table of contents to our newsletter. But this is not 
just any table of contents. This one has a very cool feature that comes with it. If you wish to 
look at a certain section (but make sure you read the whole newsletter too!), simply place the 
mouse over the desired section, hold down the Ctrl button and left click. It should take you right 
to it! (Please note this feature is not available on the PDF format, as it is merely a snapshot.)  
 
As always, I welcome any feedback you have on this feature or anything in the newsletter.  
Enjoy the fall season! – Sara Proctor 
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PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
 
By Judy Donaldson, CMT 
 
 
 
Hello Everyone! I hope that everyone had a great summer and was able to survive the heat.  It has certainly 
been a busy one for me. 
 
I attended the National Convention in Reno, Nevada.  It was a great experience.  I had the pleasure of attending 
the Twenty-First Annual AHDI House of Delegates Meeting.  This year was the first time that those sitting in 
the gallery were able to take part in the House of Delegates meeting.  The Speaker of the House began the 
strategic discussion and we broke for the Leadership Appreciation Luncheon, which was wonderful.  The House 
reconvened and then the strategic session began.  Those in the gallery were then able to participate in the round 
table discussions with the House of Delegates.  There was so much excitement going on at the convention with 
the unveiling of AHDI and even more with the excitement of exercising with Richard Simmons, which was 
great.  I would like to take this time to thank you for sending me as your President to the convention it was a 
wonderful learning experience.   
 
The 2008 annual conference is in the planning stages, but the dates and location are set. We are pleased to 
announce it will be held in Columbia, Missouri, May 2-4. More details are included in this issue.  
 
All nominating ballots are in, and the 2008 MAHDI Board of Directors voting ballot is now part of this issue. 
Please make sure to mail or e-mail your votes by the date indicated on the form. Even if you are not on the 
board, I encourage you to get involved.  It is a lot of work, but it is so fulfilling and lots of fun.  You get to 
know and work with some wonderful people.  I treasure the friendships that I have made and the people I have 
met.   
 
There are some important dates coming up:  On September 29, 2007, Kansas City will have their first meeting 
to elect officers! On October 6, 2007, the Greater St. Louis Chapter of AHDI will be having their fall 
symposium at Missouri Baptist Medical Center in St. Louis.  On October 20, 2007, the Tri-State Chapter of 
AHDI will be having their fall symposium in Springfield, MO.  I hope you make plans to attend one or all of 
these fall symposiums.  A lot of work goes into making these symposiums a success and it takes your 
participation.   
 
The next State Board Meeting will be November 10, 2007, at 11 a.m. in Columbia, Missouri. We welcome 
anyone who would like to join in.  
 
Have a beautiful fall! 
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DDEELLEEGGAATTEE’’SS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
 
By Rhonda Werdeman, CMT 
 
Ever since the 2006 ACE in Boston, we've been hearing the tag line.."What happens in 
Vegas, stays in Vegas, but what happens in Reno, Change Is Everything."  It's official 
now, we're AHDI, the Association for Healthcare Documentation Integrity.  This name 
change was officially rolled out in Reno along with the new logo, and I have to admit it fits 
and feels familiar like its been that way all along.  Our Missouri president, Judy 
Donaldson, and I had the opportunity to attend the 2007 ACE in Reno.  We shared a room, got to know one 
another better, and certainly came home tired. We had a great time.  It was great to see friends from other states 
again as well as make new friends, and we certainly did that.   
  
We especially enjoyed Richard Lederer and Richard Simmons, who were 2 of the keynote speakers at ACE.  
Pause with me for a moment....picture Richard Simmons in your head, curly "afro", striped short shorts, glittery 
tank top, higher than life personality....have you got the picture now?  Well, Judy and I can tell you without a 
doubt that he is every bit that image you're thinking of!  He was great and very gracious. Judy and I both were 
on stage with him, as were lots of other ladies, and it was hysterical.  Everyone was on their feet and moving.  
He was very personable, and at the end of his session, a line formed around the room, and he stayed for anyone 
who wanted to speak to him one on one.   
   

On Saturday night, the close of the 2007 ACE was the Red Dress Awards Gala.  It’s 
at this dinner that AHDI presented several awards, some of which included Member 
of the Year, Student of the Year, Employer of the Year, etc.  It's also at this dinner 
where they announce the next year ACE location.  The 2008 ACE will be in 
Orlando, Florida.  What made this gala especially meaningful for me was the tribute 
that was made to our friend Jennifer Lyons.  Jennifer was one of us.  She was one 
of our Missouri Board of Directors.  She was a leader in the Greater St. Louis 
Chapter. Cathy Baughman, 2007 AHDI President, introduced the tribute to Jennifer 
by talking briefly about remembering those people in your life who have made a 
difference and impacted your life in one way or another. Jennifer was certainly a 
tremendous influence in our state.  After the 2006 Lobby Day, Jennifer was 
interviewed, and they played this video of Jennifer.  It was very moving to hear her 
voice again and see her beautiful face and friendly smile.  We will certainly miss 
Jennifer.   

  
For a Delegate, the main event of the year is the face-to-face House of Delegates meeting held at ACE the day 
before the conference begins. This year's HOD meeting was awesome.  It was unlike any other HOD meeting in 
that the delegates were not sitting around tables forming a big square; there was no parlimentarian; there were 
no formalities, and we never even discussed bylaws!  We were seated at round tables, and half of the seats at 
each table were empty--on purpose.  After lunch, the gallery was invited to join the delegates at the tables for 
open discussion, networking, and working together forming ideas for solutions to improve our components and 
our association.  At my table were the 2 delegates from the New England states and the delegate from Michigan 
(who by the way is Ava George, and she's one of the candidates for the AHDI Board of Directors).  The relaxed 
atmosphere at the delegate's meeting allowed the 4 of us to get to know one another.  We were challenged to 
consider what we think would make AHDI a "9."  After narrowing the list to several main ideas, each table of 
delegates & gallery were assigned one idea to work through and come up with possible solutions.  Then at the 
end of the afternoon, each table group was made sort of the "task force" to help move the solutions forward and 
implement what we could.  It was a long day, but it was a terrific meeting, and I hope to see future HOD 
meetings like this one.  (continued) 

“It’s official 

now, we’re 

AHDI, the 

Association for 

Healthcare 

Documentation 

Integrity.” 
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Prior to ACE, the House of Delegates worked hard discussing bylaws changes via the list serve.  At times the 
list serve is overwhelming with the number of issues, opinions, and comments flooding into our email inboxes; 
however, because of the list serve, the HOD was able to work through these proposed bylaws changes and 
actually vote on them electronically before ACE.   
  
My goal for this message was to keep it brief, but it's already been lengthy.  Follow this link to the Delegate 
Corner page of AHDI (http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/delegate.cfm), then click the link Bylaws 
Committee Report for the amendments to the bylaws that were voted on.  Please take a few minutes to review 
these amendments and the changes.  All of the amendments passed except #8.   
  
If you have any questions, please email me at rhonda.werdeman@coxhealth.com. 
  

 

AAHHDDII  NNEEWWSS  
 
2007 Survey of Medical Transcriptionists:  In conjunction with the focus groups conducted by Gary David, 
PhD, from Bentley College at ACE 2007, the first survey of medical transcriptionists is now available online. 
The survey is being conducted by a team of researchers from Bentley College (Waltham, MA) in conjunction 
with AHDI. The survey is meant for anyone (AHDI members and nonmembers alike) working in the medical 
transcription arena in any capacity and any location. The survey covers a variety of areas relating to healthcare 
documentation production and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. The survey is available now 
through December 15th. If anyone has any questions regarding the survey or the study, you can contact Dr. 
Gary David at gdavid@bentley.edu, or call at 781-891-2698.  
 
Your opinion matters! Please take a few minutes to participate in this survey. Click the following link to take 
the survey: http://surveys.bentley.edu/mtsurvey.htm.  

 
Advertising: Submit your component's 3 x 2 advertisement to be included in the Component Corner section of 
Plexus by emailing Lea Sims, CMT, FAAMT, at lsims@ahdionline.org. Click here 
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/submitevent.cfm  to complete the form to have your events added to 
the "Component Events" section of the website. This will ensure your event is promoted in Vitals. These 
services are offered free of charge to any AHDI component. 
 
List Requests: AHDI offers unlimited component list requests free of charge. To order your lists on mailing 
labels, a minimal charge of $20 will be incurred. Click here: 
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/ComponentRequestForm.doc  to download the form. If you 
have questions about this service, contact Tom Kewley at tkewley@ahdionline.org. 
 
The Results Are In!  We are happy to announce the board of directors who will serve from 2008-2010: 
 

Ava George Trudi Griffith, CMT, FAAMT Harriet Stewart, CMT, FAAMT 
 
We are also happy to announce the Speaker-Elect for the House of Delegates in 2008 and Speaker of the House 
in 2009:    
 Brenda J. Hurley, CMT, FAAMT 
 
We thank you for your commitment to excellence and support in helping to advance the Association through 
advocacy, standard setting, and education. On behalf of AHDI members, board of directors and staff, we 
congratulate you!
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    LLOOCCAALL  CCHHAAPPTTEERR  NNEEWWSS      
 
 

 
 

Central Missouri Chapter (http://www.ahdionline.org/ca/missouri/cmaamt.html) 
Our 2007 symposium was held September 8 in Columbia, MO. We had at least 20 attendees, and we had great 
speakers. Our chapter meeting was held after the last speaker, in which we nominated and elected our 2008 
officers.  
 
We have been traveling this year to different locations for our meetings, and that has been very interesting and 
rewarding. By doing this, it has helped our chapter to grow.  
 
Our next chapter meeting is October 13 at St. Mary's in Jefferson City. Come join us! - Linda Stone 
 

Greater St. Louis Chapter (http://www.theGSLC.com)  
Greater St. Louis Chapter of AHDI will have its FALL SYMPOSIUM Saturday, October 6, 2007, at Missouri 
Baptist Medical Center in St. Louis, MO, Auditoriums 1 & 2. We have a wonderful lineup of speakers including 
a certified genetics counselor and a forensic nurse examiner for sex abuse from St. Louis Children’s Hospital, 
plus a chiropractor. Registration begins at 8:30.   
 
Please visit our website above for further details and directions. Hope to see you there! – Lisa LaRose, CMT 
 

Kansas City Chapter 
We were fortunate enough to have Peter Preziosi and Cathy Baughman, CMT, speak at our first event in July, 
which was considered our "informational," so we are now officially a chapter!!  We are holding our second 
educational conference on September 29 (4 credits offered) at which time we will elect officers and an official 
name will be selected for our chapter. Plans are already being made for our first symposium on April 5, 2008, at 
which time we hope to offer 6 credits and mix in some fun as well! We are quite pleased with the support which 
we have received from AHDI as well as area MTs and hope that all MTs and students will join us to ensure the 
continuing success of this "up and coming" chapter. – Susie Brown 
 

Tri-State Chapter (http://www.ahdionline.org/ca/tristate) 
Our symposium is Saturday, October 20, 2007, at Oasis Motel & Convention Center.  We had our last regular 
meeting Saturday, August 18, 2007, in Mountain Grove, Missouri.  A nominations committee was formed at 
that meeting and work for the 2008 officers will begin immediately.  We discussed many things concerning our 
symposium and decided to make up a basket from donations each member brings with the theme of "cooking," 
to be given away as the grand door prize.   
 
Our speaker at that meeting was Stephani White-Robertson, RN, with the Wright County Health Department, 
who spoke on "Women's Health Issues."  We all took a quick quiz prior to the presentation and were surprised 
with some of the answers, the most important of which is the fact that heart disease is the #1 killer amongst 
women today!  It was, again, an interactive presentation and was very interesting! 
 
Our next meeting will be the symposium in October, after which we will have our regular meeting and 
announcement of 2008 officers.  It's been a great year so far with a lot of group participation!  
   - Rae Messick, CMT, President of Tri-State Chapter     



MISSOURI ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTHCARE DOCUMENTATION INTEGRITY 

22000088  BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS  VVOOTTIINNGG  BBAALLLLOOTT  
 
MY AHDI membership number is:  __________________________ 
 (You must be a member of AHDI to vote for the Board of Directors) 

 
**Our 2008 President is Kate Bergman, Columbia, MO** 
 
Please vote for one nominee in each category by circling their name. If voting electronically, place an  
"X" in front of the person's name.  
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT (2009 President)  Please circle one 
 
  Kate Bergman - Columbia, MO 
 

RECORDING SECRETARY  Please circle one 
 
  Joanne Goganzer, CMT – Troy, MO 
 
  Ronda Greenway, CMT – Kansas City, MO 
 
  Theresa Mihalevich, CMT – Columbia, MO 
 
  Karen Quinlan, CMT – St. Louis, MO 
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  Please circle one 
 
  Rae Messick, CMT – Springfield, MO 
 
  Theresa Mihalevich, CMT – Columbia, MO 
 

TREASURER (For 2008 and 2009)  Please circle one 
 
  Diana Beets, CMT – Kirksville, MO 
 
  Rae Messick, CMT – Springfield, MO 
 
  Janie Williams – Neosho, MO 
 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE  Please circle one 
 
  Rae Dene Dodson – Carthage, MO 
 
  Gregory Hillman, CMT – Kansas City, MO 
 
  Lisa LaRose, CMT – St. Louis, MO 
 
  Deborah Schreiber, CMT – Columbia, MO

Ballots must be returned to Judy 
Donaldson, President, by October 
31, 2007.  
 
This can be done by e-mail: 
 
jdonald@maain.com 
 
Or mail to: 
 
Judy Donaldson, CMT 
15783 Audrain Road 917 

Mexico, MO   65265 

DELEGATE  (For 2008 and 2009)  
Please circle one 
 

  Lisa LaRose, CMT – St. Louis, MO 
 
  Patricia (Patti) Niemeyer, CMT –  
  St. Louis, MO 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Missouri board had their meeting via teleconference 
on September 11 at 7 p.m. The main focus of the 
meeting was to discuss the location of next year’s 
educational conference. When we have done meeting 
surveys in the past, the majority of the attendees wanted 

to keep it at the lake; however, there have also been suggestions to once again branch out and choose different 
locations around the state. This has been taken to heart, and we have decided it’s time for a change.  
 
Several attendees mentioned they would like to have the conference in Columbia, which is easily accessible 
from I-70 West and East. After looking at hotel options, the board is pleased to announced our 2008 conference 
will be held at the Courtyard Marriott May 2, 3, and 4 in Columbia, Missouri. For those of you who have 
never been to Columbia, there are actually quite a few things to do there—including LOTS of places to shop—
and the area surrounding it. We will provide more information in future newsletters.  
 
Check out the hotel website at  http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/coucy-courtyard-columbia/, and for 
things to do in or near Columbia check out Columbia’s visitor’s bureau website 
http://www.visitcolumbiamo.com/web/things_to_do/index.php  
 
In the meantime, make sure to mark your calendar for the dates above!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indoor pool 

Guest Rooms 

On-site 

restaurant 

Courtyard® by Marriott® Columbia 

3301 LeMone Industrial Boulevard 

Columbia, Missouri 65201 USA 

Phone:  1-573-443-8000 

Fax:  1-573-443-8008 
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CCEERRTT  CCOONNNNEECCTTOORR’’SS  CCOORRNNEERR  

Sara Proctor, CMT 
 
Credentialing Product Catalog: Looking for continuing education credits? Wondering what products are 
available for test preparation? Interested in turning your RMT into a CMT? Want to show off your credentials? 
The new Credentialing Product Catalog has it all! It’s your one-stop shop for everything credentialing. Check it 
out on the AHDI website.  
 
Recent Changes in Credentialing: Did you know that in the past 10 years, postage has increased by nearly 
30% but the cost to recertify has remained the same? In 1997, we charged $60 to recertify ($45 if you made the 
early bird deadline). Today, the cost is exactly the same. In an effort to keep all costs affiliated with 
credentialing and re-credentialing down we are streamlining our processes. The following changes are being 
implemented: 
 
Effective July 1, 2007, new CMTs will NOT receive the CMT pin automatically. One complimentary pin will 
still be sent upon request. 
 
Over the next few months we will be putting the certificates for both the RMT and CMT online for download. 
Once this process is completed, they will no longer be mailed out automatically. 
 
Automated Recredentialing: Over the course of the next 18 months, AHDI will be implementing a new 
database program called Personify. This will ultimately allow CMTs to track continuing education credits 
online and submit their recertification electronically. Imagine attending an AHDI webinar and having the 
continuing education credit automatically be updated in your file! Stay tuned for updates as we move toward 
this exciting new process. 
 
CMT-R:  Effective June 1, 2007, individuals who wish to retire their CMT credential now have an opportunity 
to do so. Any CMT no longer practicing medical transcription may choose to retire their CMT credentialing and 
maintain the designation of CMT-R, or Certified Medical Transcriptionist-Retired. Once a CMT credential is 
retired, individuals are prohibited from using the CMT without the "R" designation. The only way to reinstate 
the CMT credential is for the individual to take and pass the CMT exam. Applications are available online. 
 

CEC ACTIVITIES 
Here are a few credit-worthy activities sent to me through the Cert Connector network: 
 

 Recently approved Medicolegal CECs - Kathy Rockel's book Stedman's Guide to the HIPAA Privacy Rule 
has been approved for 3 ML CECs.  Purchase the book, read it, and write a 200-word summary in order to 
earn the credits. 

 Write Articles, Prepare Quizzes, Give Presentations - 2 CECs in pertinent category 
 If you write a credit-worthy article for JAAMT or Plexus you will earn 2 CECs for the category the article 

pertains to.  The same is true if you prepare and give a presentation at a local chapter or national event.  
Additionally, we now try to offer online quizzes attached to our JAAMT and Plexus articles.  If you want to 
help prepare quizzes for articles already written, contact Kristin Wall (Kristin@ahdionline.org) and earn 2 
CECs for any quiz you write.  If you write an article AND create a quiz, you'll get 3 CECs! 

 
Congratulations to one of our newest CMTs: 

  KKaatthhyy  BBoollllaarr  ooff  RRooggeerrssvviillllee,,  MMiissssoouurrii!!!!    

Have you or someone you know recently received your CMT? Let me know, and I will make sure it is 
recognized in our next newsletter.  
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FFEEAATTUURREEDD  AARRTTIICCLLEE  ––  TTIIMMEE  MMAANNAAGGEEMMEENNTT    
By Ronda Walker-Weaver 

 

A Responsive Heart: Making Time for the Important Things in Life 
 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh said, “My life cannot implement in action the demands of all the people to whom my 
heart responds.”  I know I often say yes to something that I later regret; I get involved in a project – get 
sidetracked and when I get back to the initial project I am no longer interested in it; I spend time with “friends” 
out of obligation rather than pleasure. With all of the aforementioned, I often have little time left for those 
people “to whom my heart responds,” including myself.  
 
I am now learning to say “no” graciously, without guilt, and even without making excuses! And when I say 
“yes,” I do so with a time limit – “I can help with this assignment for two hours on Thursday,” or, “I have ten 
hours I can devote to helping with the endeavor.” I am learning that caring for my self is a priority, and I should 
not feel bad when my care is my valid excuse for setting limits. I am discovering that I don’t need to explain to 
anyone my no’s or limits – no guilt, just action.  
 
I have a Christmas quilt I started ten years ago – it is still on the hoop, as I am quilting it by hand. Ten years! I 
am no longer interested in this project! Last summer my husband and I decided we wanted to tear down a brick 
wall around our garden and replace it with a stone wall. Thank heavens an early snow kept us from even 
beginning this project. We talked about this project last weekend, and we both realized we no longer had any 
energy wrapped around this. I am learning that when I sleep on a project, or let some time go by before 
beginning a big project, I have a better perspective on it and know whether I’m doing it out of excitement for 
the moment, or a true desire to pursue it.  
 
Doing things out of guilt or obligation rather than love brings me a feeling of resentment rather than joy. I want 
to be surrounded by sincere people. When I’m with people who moan and groan, talk negatively about others, 
or who want nothing more than my advice, I leave our time together feeling drained. My time is too precious to 
be drained by others. And I am more aware of the occasions when I want to drain someone; I do my best to 
warn my friend before dumping, and I give myself a specific amount of time to whine!  
 
Time is finite. We have 168 hours in a week. Most of us work (paid) an average of 40 hours a week. Along with 
this comes the never-ending job of parenting. I like to sleep 8 hours a night – so there’s 56 hours gone. This 
leaves approximately 60 hours to clean, cook, run errands, pay bills, spend time with family and friends, and 
take care of myself. Setting limits as to how I spend this 60 hours is of utmost importance.  
 
Cheryl Richardson, in her book, Life Makeovers, writes: “When we put the needs of our business life before our 
personal life, we put ourselves at risk.” She says, “I’ve never heard a resume read at a funeral.” With this in 
mind, my goals for the rest of this year are going to be more of not doing rather than doing. I plan on letting go 
of:  
 

♥♥♥   Trying to please everyone 

♥♥♥   Trying to do everything perfectly 

♥♥♥   Trying to get through the day on adrenalin 

♥♥♥   Trying to always be “together”  

♥♥♥   Trying to be safe – I’m going to do something out of the ordinary – soon 
 
My mantra for the next six months is going to be: “Live well, love much, laugh often.” My best to each of you 
as you find time to respond to, “all the people to whom my heart responds.” 
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MAHDI STATE AND LOCAL CHAPTERS 2007 
 

 

MISSOURI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President:  Judy Donaldson, CMT jdonald@maain.com  
President-Elect: Kate Bergman kbergman@bjc.com 
Treasurer:  Janie Williams Janie@hvc-pc.com  
Corresponding Secretary: Janette Mizer, CMT Janette.Mizer@amedd.army.mil   
Recording Secretary:  Joanne Goganzer, CMT jxg0141@bjc.org  
Delegate:  Rhonda Werdeman  Rhonda.Werdeman@coxhealth.com  
Newsletter Editor in Chief  
   and Cert Connector:  Sara Proctor, CMT    sproctor@bjc.org  
 

LOCAL CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 
CENTRAL MISSOURI: 
President: Linda Stone, CMT lindas@moheartcenter.com  
President Elect:  Jane Pilger jdp3794@bjc.org  
Secretary:   Kate Bergman kbergman@bjc.org  
Treasurer:  Cathy Harris, CMT CHarrisCMT@aol.com  
CEU Coordinator:  Dee Matheney dmatheney@cableone.net  
Cert Connector:   Lois Mihalevich, CMT mihalevich@earthlink.net  
Im. Past President:  Diana Beets, CMT dbeets@bjc.org  
 
GREATER ST. LOUIS: 
President: Lisa A. LaRose, CMT lisaal@bjc.org    
President-Elect: Joanne Goganzer, CMT jxg0141@bjc.org 
Secretary: Sally Gifford   smg7229@bjc.org  
Treasurer:  Karen Quinlan, CMT    kmqqmk@charter.net  
Cert Connector:  Beth Runion, RHIT, CMT cbr3730@bjc.org   
Chapter Representative:  Suzanne Veltrop    smv7999@bjc.org  
AAMT Liaison:  Gigi DeLuca    gdeluca8@aol.com  
 
TRI-STATE: 
President:  Rae J. Messick, CMT fastcmt@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President: Rhonda Werdeman   flynncat@aol.com 
Secretary:  Pat Woodward patricia.woodward@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer: Patti Brant  proofinpatti@yahoo.com 
 

 

TRI-STATE MEMBERSHIP LIASONS: 
 
Donna Christensen, dchriste@hughes.net - Mountain Grove and West Plains area 
Glenda Cunningham, dcunningham@getgoin.net - Lebanon area 
Rae Dene Ipock, ripock@sbcglobal.net - Joplin and surrounding areas 
Rhonda Werdeman, Rhonda.Werdeman@coxhealth.com - Cox Hospital and affiliates 
Liz Webb, ewebb@sprg.mercy.net - St. John's Hospital, Springfield  
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NATIONAL, STATE, & LOCAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2007 
Please notify us of events and meetings going on in your neighborhood. To place your events on the national 
website, go to http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/submitevent.cfm?section=events. 
 
For more information on national events, go to http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/ecalendar.cfm.  
 
For our state and local chapter events, go to http://www.ahdionline.org/ca/missouri/. Mark your calendars for 
the following dates: 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
29  Kansas City Chapter meeting, election of officers 

 

OCTOBER 

 
6 Greater St. Louis Fall Symposium, 8:30 a.m., Missouri Baptist Medical Center, Auditoriums 1 and 2,  

St. Louis, MO 
 
13 Central Missouri meeting, St. Marys Health Center, Jefferson City, MO 
 
20 Tri-State Fall Symposium, Oasis Motel & Convention Center, Springfield, MO 
 
 Tri-State chapter meeting following symposium 

 

NOVEMBER 
 
8 Greater St. Louis meeting, 7 p.m., Missouri Baptist Medical Center, Auditorium 3. Speaker:  TBA 
 
10 MAMT BOD meeting, 11 a.m., Columbia, Missouri 
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AA  TTRRAANNSSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONNIISSTT’’SS  PPRRAAYYEERR  
 
The below prayer was forwarded to me by a fellow member. While there are numerous days when, quite frankly, we have 
very impure thoughts about that inconsiderate dictator (or at least I do!), this is a beautiful prayer that helps us remember 
what we do matters. 
 
 

Dear Lord, 

 

Bless the work of my hands and may it glorify You. 

 

In all that I do, help me to remember that a patient's life 

may depend on the quality of my work. 

 

Keep me alert to discrepancies and inconsistencies, 

and help me to concentrate on my work. 

 

Give me compassion, Lord, and never let me see 

the report I'm typing as a case or a number. 

 

But let me remember the patient - a living human being 

who may be experiencing pain, fear, and uncertainty. 

 

May the patient feel Your healing touch 

and be comforted by Your Spirit instead. 

 

Bless the doctor, as well, and may he be filled with 

Your Wisdom and Your Compassion as he cares for his patients. 

 

And let me remember tolerance for the physician whose dictation slips may be due to fatigue or some great concern of 

which I'm not aware. 

 

Let me remember that he is human, too, and deserves 

the same amount of patience I would like shown to me. 

 

Finally, let me always remember that 

You are the Great Healer, 

the Source of all Comfort and Joy. 

 

May I acknowledge You in all I do 

and reflect Your Love to all whom I meet. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

By Ellen Drake (Considered public domain.) 

 
 
QUOTE: 
 
"People forget how fast you did a job - but they remember how well you did it."   

 Howard Newton 
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      JUST FOR FUN 
 
(I found these online and thought them worth at least a chuckle!) 
 
DICTATION/TRANSCRIPTION BLOOPERS/BLUNDERS 

 
D: The patient had 2+ pitting edema around the ankles. 
T: The patient had 2 pus-spitting demons around the ankles. 
 
T: She has a long history of asthma; usually she has found that this is exacerbated by being around moles.  
 
D: He describes the ear pain as being in the ear.  
 
D: skin ellipse 
T: skinny lips 
 
D: [We don't know for sure what was dictated, but we have a good idea!] 
T: His hip was radiating into his back, sometimes also into his chest region. 
 
D: The patient is allergic to adhesive tape. 
T: The patient is allergic to a piece of cake.  
(What, just the one piece?) 

 
T: ALLERGIC to MORPHINE, VALIUM, and her RELATIVES. 
 

 

COMMON BLUNDERS BY NEW (AND SOMETIMES NOT-SO-NEW) MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONISTS 

 

D: below-knee amputation 
T: baloney amputation 
 
D: shotty lymph nodes 
T: shoddy lymph nodes 
 
D: thecal sac 
T: fecal sac 
 
D: The patient had a CABG 2 years ago. 
T: The patient had a cabbage 2 years ago. 
 
Eyelet: A small hole for receiving a rope or cord 
Islet: A cluster of cells; an island 
 
H&P: History and physical 
HNP: Herniated nucleus pulposus 
 
Prosthetic: An artificial replacement 
Prostatic: Relating to the prostate gland, part of male reproductive system 
 
 
Sara Proctor, CMT 
2006 Newsletter Editor in Chief 
sproctor@bjc.org  


